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Alternative dispute resolution for stratas coming
Resolving strata disputes will soon become faster, more accessible and more affordable thanks to recent provincial
legislation.
Bill 44: The Civil Resolution Tribunal Act, which passed earlier
this year, creates an independent body, the Civil Resolution
Tribunal, which will provide dispute resolution tools as an
alternative to going to court. The tribunal is expected to be
operational by 2014.
This is welcome news for the Board, which together with BC
Real Estate Association (BCREA) had, for many years, voiced
concerns about strata property legislation.
In 2008, BCREA invited member Boards and REALTORS® to
provide feedback. A key concern from REBGV members was the
strata dispute resolution process, which members believed could

        
BCREA advocated for this change and in 2011 reiterated
the industry’s position during the province’s 2011 consultation
process on strata dispute resolution.
Who can access tribunal services?
Strata corporations, strata owners and tenants will be able to
access tribunal services.
           
participate in the tribunal.
             
the affected strata corporation must participate.
The tribunal will have the authority to handle strata disputes
between strata property owners and strata corporations,
including:
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The tribunal will not decide matters that affect land, including:
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complex (the “Schedule of Unit Entitlement”).
These matters will continue to be heard in the BC Supreme
Court, as will other matters, including:
              
   

     %  
           

    &       
            
respect of a strata lot.
How will tribunal services be accessed?
The tribunal services will be available online 24/7. Assistance
will also be offered by phone, mail or even in person. Disputes
are expected to be resolved within 60 days, compared to 12 to 18
months for the court process.


   

Source: BC Ministry of Justice
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   Information and tools will
be available online 24/7 to help parties resolve
disputes.
     
  If Stage 1 fails, parties can go
through a guided negotiation monitored by
tribunal staff.
 !" #  $ % Where an
agreement is still not reached, parties can pay
     %     
by the tribunal involving mediation or other
dispute resolution processes. All parties must
consent.
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A case manager will facilitate mediation and
explore options for settlement.
 )*$+ $#  Any dispute not
settled by agreement will be heard by an
adjudicator with the authority to decide the
outcome and make binding decisions.
Fees for tribunal resolution of a dispute have
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Information on strata property and the tribunal
available at: www.housing.gov.bc.ca/strata

Looking to the future - Coquitlam’s vision for
Transit-Oriented Development
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Coquitlam has released its new Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Strategy, a vision
for new growth along the Evergreen Line.
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neighbourhoods.
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higher intensity mix of land uses and open
 
    
     
  
          
impact through increased transit use,
cycling and walking.
TOD neighbourhoods will blend into
surrounding lower density neighbourhoods
through a transition to lower densities and

lower building heights as the distance increases
away from transit hubs.
The TOD strategy includes proposed
key objectives, guidelines, focus areas,
    
implementation activities and timing.
To read the strategy, go to:
 %  and in the search box enter
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Source: Coquitlam’s Transit-Oriented Development Strategy

New Chief for Tsawwassen First Nation
Bryce Williams has been
elected chief of the
Tsawwassen First Nation
(TFN). Williams who sat
on the TFN’s 13-member
executive council for one
Chief Bryce Williams
term, won the election by nine
votes. He defeated Chief Kim
Baird, who had held that ofﬁce for 16 years.
During her time in ofﬁce Baird made history in
2009 by negotiating BC’s ﬁrst urban Aboriginal treaty,
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which gave the TFN self-governing powers similar
to those of a municipality including jurisdiction over
lands, resources, governance and social programming.
Baird was also instrumental in the partnership to
build a planned industrial park, shopping malls and
1,600 home residential development. These projects
will continue under Williams.
The TFN is a member of the board of Metro
Vancouver.

