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New standards coming for home inspectors
By the end of 2015, BC home buyers will be able to rest assured that any home in-
spector they hire will have met uniform standards for education and training to be 
licensed in BC.
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each has its own requirements and licensing processes.
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corporation, becomes responsible for:

• setting new education and training requirements for home inspectors;
• establishing standard testing and evaluation;
• implementing provincial inspection standards and a common code of ethics; and
• taking on an expanded compliance and enforcement role. 
The new oversight is part of the government’s commitment to streamline and stan-

dardize the home inspection process. This follows 
province-wide consultation with home inspectors and 
stakeholders including REALTORS®. 

“We want to ensure homebuyers have every pos-
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to help them with what is often the largest investment 
they will make,” said Hon. Rich Coleman, Minister 
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sible for Housing.
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bring in mandatory licensing for home inspectors.

ALR has strong support, province-wide
By 2040, the Lower Mainland’s population will grow by 1.2 million to 3.4 million 
residents. The pressing question: where will we all live?
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One solution has been to gently densify 
existing neighbourhoods with second-
ary suites and laneway or coach homes. 
Another approach has been to add density, 
ranging from townhomes to three-story 
apartments or condominium towers close 
to transit.  

Another solution, often resulting in polar-
izing discussions, has been to remove land 
from the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR). 
But there is almost no support for this 
province-wide, according to a new study.

Funded by the Real Estate Foundation 
of BC and the Vancouver Foundation, the 
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to a province-wide poll think the ALR 
should be preserved for growing food and 
green space.
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British Columbians are concerned about 
our dependence on other countries for our 
food security, and 73 per cent think the 
ALR is a cornerstone of food security and 
the BC economy.

When asked what priority uses for land 
in British Columbia were, respondents 
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More than three-quarters of those polled 
(76 percent) agree or strongly agree the 
ALR is important, not only for protecting 
farms, but for protecting valleys and green 
space needed for wildlife habitat and recre-
ational enjoyment.
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priority issue for the Foundation because 
of the link between food security and com-
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of the Real Estate Foundation of BC. 
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pressure on agricultural land and changing 
weather patterns, it is of vital importance 
to have forward-thinking policies that 
protect land for growing food, now and for 
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“The study demonstrates British Colum-
bians believe strongly in safeguarding our 

farms and green spaces to ensure long-term 
health, well-being and resilience in our 
communities,” said Kevin McCort, CEO of 
Vancouver Foundation. 

“The Agricultural Land Reserve is a vital 
public asset contributing to our ability to 
reliably produce fresh food, preserve local 
farmland and freshwater supplies, and to 
support local B.C. farmers and ranchers.” 

The Real Estate Foundation and the 
Vancouver Foundation commissioned the 
study to inform discussion and decisions on 
the future of the ALR, a provincial land use 
zone that protects farmland and land with 
potential to be farmed. Both foundations 
have a province-wide mandate and support 
projects that promote strong, resilient com-
munities and natural environments.
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cent of BC's land base. 

Did you know?

The most common method of 
finding a home inspector is 
a referral from a REALTOR®, 
according to the BC Office 
of Housing and Construction 
Standards, Summary Report 
on Home Inspector Licensing 
Consultation, September 2014. 

Board co-hosts two 
candidate meetings
Civic elections will be held November 15,  
2014 for mayor, councillors, school trust-
ees, park commissioners and electoral area 
directors. The Board is co-hosting two 
candidates meetings. It’s your opportunity 
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Both meetings are free and open to anyone.

South Delta Candidates Meeting
Thursday, October 23, 7 – 9 p.m.
Cedar Park Church
5300 44th Avenue, Ladner
Co-hosted by the Real Estate Board of 
Greater Vancouver, the Delta Chamber 
of Commerce and the Delta Optimist 

New Westminster Civic Mayoral Forum
Tuesday, October 28, 7 – 9 p.m.
Inn at the Quay
900 Quayside Drive, New Westminster
Co-hosted by the Real Estate Board of 
Greater Vancouver, the New Westmin-
ster Chamber of Commerce and the 
New Westminster NewsLeader 


